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Note to the teacherS

Dear teachers, please, take into account that the activities in this workpack have been designed for
intermediate to upper intermediate and advanced level. You will find the difficulty of each activity labelled
like this:

1

2

3

In the index, at the back of this workpack, you will find a clear guide to help you organize activities,
the corresponding answer keys and also explanations and suggestions for the different activities
proposed.

SYNOPSIS

Ever since Lucas finished high school he has been slacking off and, much to his mother’s
disappointment, playing video games for most of the day. His days are all the same: his friend
Jake pays a visit, they play Xbox, they lie around and check the cell phone. If there’s time, they play
a song for the band. He is not worried about the future to come, and thinks he can stay like this
forever. However, Lucas has now received an ultimatum from his parents. They will cut him off if he
doesn’t figure out what he wants to do with his life before the end of the month.
All of a sudden, his life changes completely! In order to help him make a choice, he is forcefully
taken to the Career Aptitude Center. At the CAC, he undergoes different tests which identify the
3 career paths at which he is more likely to succeed. But that’s not all… the Center organizes
meetings with professionals of each field and Lucas will have to try out three jobs to be able to
make the perfect choice!
On top of all the pressure he gets from his family, his best friends insist their band takes part in a
talent contest before the end of the month. Lucas does not want to disappoint them but he just
can’t find the time to rehearse with them, and he keeps second guessing himself.
Will Lucas be able to find his path? Will he give in to his father’s pressure to become a surgeon?
Will he be brave enough to face the girl that he likes? He does not have much time to take his pick
before his GAME is OVER.

MORAL

Be true to yourself and brave
to follow your dreams!
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CHARACTERS

LUCAS

MRS. GRAHAM

JAKE

DR.GRAHAM

LILY

ROBERTO RODRIGUEZ,
the Zoologist

JOHAN “SHELLBACK”
SHUSTER
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VOCABULARY

This list of vocabulary items and expressions will help you and your students
understand and enjoy the play more fully.

NOUNS, VERBS, ADJECTIVES and ADVERBS

to overreact - casanova - to bond - utterly - to pet - mythomaniac - bags (under
your eyes) - to unfold - skeptical (AmE) / sceptical (BrE) - insight - enlightening nerve-wracking - to second guess - lame - offspring - to mate - teeth-baring shaggy - tinted - sappy (AmE) / soppy (BrE) - tissue - gross - sassy (AmE) - to
unleash - struggle - to endure - intern - rung - induced - to swell - to halt - lump triage - IV (intravenous) - to squeal - tire

PHRASAL VERBS

figure out - hang out - put out (the rubbish) - sleep away - lie around - let in - cut
somebody off - to give someone up (for adoption) - to run over somebody - to bring
something on - to shut off - to put up with - slack off

EXPRESSIONS & COLLOCATIONS

to take a gap year - be under pressure - an expert on - in distress - to throw a party somebody’s partner in crime - to make a fool of yourself - push your luck - to out
do yourself - be satisfied with - career paths - have an aptitude for - beauty salon lovebug - sugar plum - to perform surgery - to make the call - to upset someone’s
stomach - honeybun - to pull some strings - to brief someone on something - down
the road - to be full of yourself
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ACTIVITY 01
VOCABULARY: PARTS OF SPEECH.
Classify the words. They may go in more than one column.

pet / bond / sceptical / swell / insight / lame / mate / tint /squeal / gross / struggle / halt / lump

NOUN

ADJECTIVE

VERB

See the Teacher’s Corner Answer Key
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ACTIVITY 02
VOCABULARY.

1 A strong

had developed between them.

2 He said nothing at first. He just swallowed as if there were a

in his throat.

3 Our dog loves being
4 They are quite

about what they see in the papers. They do not

believe every word.

5 She gave a

excuse about her car breaking down.

6 It’s really disgusting, and the smell is quite
7 The birds

in April and the eggs are hatched two months later.

8 When the security guard came out, they
9 It’s a special kind of material that will

with fear and run away.
up enormously when you add water.

10 Skin may be cold, pale, and may turn a bluish

See the Teacher’s Corner Answer Key
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ACTIVITY 03
MILLENNIALS.
Read the text and decide which answer (a, b, c, or d) best fits each gap.
By 2020 Millennials will (1)
over a third of the global workforce. That’s one
reason so many reports about them exist. Some say they are disloyal, self-absorbed and lazy, while
others claim they’re a generation of digital entrepreneurs and innovators. Some aim to dispel the
myths others have created. Just type “Millennials are…” into a Google search to see the stereotypes.
This is not just another Millennial report. This report provides fresh (2)
from the perspective of both employers and employees. As world of work experts, we have nearly
30,000 employees advising 400,000 clients on hiring decisions and talent development every year.
We find work for 3.4 million people, about half of (3)
are Millennials. We (4)
quantitative research across 25 countries surveying 19,000 Millennials, including
8,000 ManpowerGroup associate employees and more than 1,500 of our own hiring managers. We
asked what they look for in a job, what development opportunities they (5)
and
what would make them stay with an employer. We wanted to understand how different they are or aren’t
from the rest of the workforce and from generations before them. We wanted to ensure that the sample
represented all working Millennials; not just the top percent of tech-(6)
earners,
but also the graduates and non-graduates across all industries, income and education levels. The time
is (7)
for employers to take a fresh look at their people strategies. This report is
the first in a series providing clear recommendations for employers on how to attract, retain, develop
and motivate the best Millennials for the 21st century workforce.
adapted from: ManpowerGroup, 2016, p. 3, Millennial Careers: 2020 Vision retrieved from:
h t t p : / / w w w. m a n p o w e r g r o u p . c o m / w p s / w c m / c o n n e c t / 6 6 0 e b f 6 5 - 1 4 4 c - 4 8 9 e - 9 7 5 c - 9 f 8 3 8 2 9 4 c 2 3 7 /
MillennialsPaper1_2020Vision_lo.pdf?MOD=AJPERES

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

a. figure out
a. insights
a. which
a. carried out
a. search
a. sappy
a. high

b. make up
b. enlightening
b. them
b. put out
b. look
b. sassy
b. prime

c. make out
c. oversight
c. whose
c. brought on
c. seek
c. shaggy
c. ripe

d. take up
d. sightings
d. whom
d. put through
d. sort
d. savvy
d. lame

See the Teacher’s Corner Answer Key
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ACTIVITY 04
VOCABULARY.
Here are some useful words and phrases related to jobs and careers. Match each word to its definition.
WORD

apprentice
aptitude
benefits
career
cooperation
development
employee
enterprise
entrepreneur
entry-level job
foresight
incentive
income
labour
manager
market
productivity
reliability
responsibility
service worker
skill
specialization
standard of living
wage
workplace

ANSWER

DEFINITION

A - a bold, difficult, or momentous project or undertaking
B -a developed talent or ability
C - a duty or obligation
D - a job requiring little skill or knowledge, sometimes with the potential for
advancement as skills and knowledge are acquired
E - a payment to a worker for labor or services
F - a person who works for a more experienced person in order to learn a trade
G - a person’s place of employment
H - ability that is innate or acquired; talent; intelligence
I - activity undertaken for economic gain
J - an occupation or profession, usually requiring special training
K - concentration in one area; expertise
L - insight gained by looking to the future, or the ability to consider the future
M - measurement of the ability to bring about a desired or required result
N - monetary or other reward offered as motivation
O - one who handles, controls, or directs an enterprise or institution
P - one who organizes and manages a business or enterprise
Q - one who works for another, usually for wages or a salary
R - one who works in the service sector (the part of economy that deals with
selling intangible products rather than physical products)
S - something that promotes or enhances well-being; an advantage.
T - the ability to be dependable
U - the amount of money or its equivalent received during a period of time in
exchange for labor or services
V - the business of buying and selling a specific item.
W - the level of subsistence and comfort in everyday life enjoyed by a
community, class, or individual
X - the process of growing, expanding, or improving
Y - working together to achieve a common objective
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ACTIVITY 05
DISCUSSION TIME.
Use the words in the previous exercise to think of pros and cons of the following jobs. Discuss ideas with your
friends. Choose the one that suits you best.

I want to be...

an engineer

a web designer

a teacher

a dentist

a doctor

a musician

a YouTuber

a lawyer
an island car

etaker
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ACTIVITY 06
READ THE TEXT BELOW.
Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to form a word that fits in the gap in the same line.

Meet Lucas and his gang
AAAAHH!!! Oh, hey! … I didn’t see you all there! My__(1)___! That
was so rude of me, not to imagine that there would be an entire audience in
my room… watching me sleep… pretty normal, right?
Well, let me tell you…I have been under so much __(2)__ lately, that I
guess I’m starting to have some side effects… headaches, tremors,
anxiety… visions… Well, yes, I might be __(3)__a tiny bit but…you
have no idea how hard it is.
My mother… A wonderful__(4)__. She is a full-time expert on finding
things to complain about. Her favourite pastime is gossiping about the
neighbours and visiting the hair salon. She does make a great lasagne
though, I must give her that.
This is my best friend and partner in crime, Jake. Jake is a rockstar slash
casanova! He is Bon Jovi’s number-one fan and a great pool player.
Though he might not be the __(5)__ person in the planet… and he can be
__(6)__ … he is always tapping his feet… and he has that face… he is a
great person!
And… Lily, in case you haven’t noticed, the most beautiful girl that has
ever existed. Period. She wants to go to college to become an__(7)__.
Lily spends hours folding and refolding her clothes until it’s done perfectly
well. Her favourite hobby is to write music and of course, to study.
__(8)__ , Lily’s favourite flowers are roses.
This is, of course, my dad… His name is Arthur Graham but he only
responds to Dr. Graham. He thinks emotions are for the weak and his
favourite thing to do is to observe his tie __(9)__ and to give a diagnosis
to people when they haven’t asked for it.

w w w. b a p l a y e r s . c o m | info@baplayers.com

/baplayers

APOLOGISE

PRESS
REACT
CREATE

SMART
ANNOY

ARCHITECTURE

IRONY

COLLECT

@buenosairesplayers

10

2

ACTIVITY 07
16 WORDS ARE MISSING FROM THE SYNOPSIS BELOW.
Read it again and write the missing words on the lines where they belong.

Ever since Lucas finished high school has been slacking off and,

1

much his mother’s disappointment, playing video games for most of the

2

day. His days are all the same: his friend Jake pays visit, they play Xbox,

3

they lie and check the cell phone. If there’s time, they play a song for the

4

band. He is not worried the future to come, and thinks he can stay like this

5

forever. However, Lucas has now received ultimatum from his parents.

6

They will cut him off if he doesn’t figure what he wants to do with his life

7

before the end of the month.

8

All of a sudden, his life changes completely! In order help him make

9

a choice, he is forcefully taken to the Career Aptitude Center. At the CAC,

10

he undergoes different tests identify the 3 career paths at which he is more

11

likely to succeed. But that’s not all… the Center organizes meetings with

12

professionals of each field and Lucas will have to out three jobs to be able

13

to the perfect choice!

14

On top all the pressure he gets from his family, his best friends insist

15

their band takes part a talent contest before the end of the month. Lucas

16

does not want to disappoint but he just can’t find the time to rehearse with 17
them, and he second guessing himself.

18

Will Lucas be able to find his path? Will he give to his father’s

19

pressure to become a surgeon? He does not have much time to take his

20

pick before his GAME is OVER.
See the Teacher’s Corner Answer Key

w w w. b a p l a y e r s . c o m | info@baplayers.com

/baplayers

@buenosairesplayers

11

1

ACTIVITY 08
LUCAS NEEDS TO PRACTISE SOME VERB FORMS.
Can you help? Use the verbs in the word bank in the correct form to complete the sentences below.

BRIEF

CUT

MAKE

SHUT

TAKE

THROW

UNFOLD

UPSET

PULL

PUSH

a gap year is considered the norm in some countries all over the world.

1
2 I may be able to

some strings if you need the document urgently.

3 You’ve simply got to let me

a party for you, Louise,” Sally pleaded, “so we can

announce your engagement publicly.”

4 Did you know that vitamins and minerals can

your stomach?

5 I will have to let him go. My sister’s the president of the company. She

the call.

6 Governor Bredesen declared 52 of Tennessee’s 95 counties disaster areas, and
President Trump on the situation.

7 She’s coming on Saturday, but I think I’d be

my luck if I asked her to be here the

whole weekend.

8 His parents have threatened to

him off without a penny if he doesn’t go to univer-

sity.

9 As the plot
10 Did you remember to

you gradually realize that all your initial assumptions were wrong.
off the water and gas before you left the house?

See the Teacher’s Corner Answer Key

w w w. b a p l a y e r s . c o m | info@baplayers.com

/baplayers

@buenosairesplayers

12

2

3

ACTIVITY 09
Take the information in the first sentence and re-write it, using the word in bold so that the second sentence has
the same meaning. You cannot change the word in bold in ANY way. Use a minimum of THREE and a maximum
of SIX words for each space.

1 If he doesn’t get a job, who knows what he’ll do!
KNOWING
If he doesn’t get a job,

what he’ll do!

2 Many people believe that Lucas’s band has the ability to win the competition.
CAPABLE
Many people believe that Lucas’s band

the competition.

3 Lily’s passport needs renewing because she’s going abroad this summer.
GET
Lily needs

because she’s going abroad this summer.

4 Could I ask you if you’d mind tidying up your room while I’m away to the hair salon?
WONDERING
I

willing to tidy up your room while I’m away to the hair salon?

5 Being a musician is fun, but so is becoming a surgeon.
JUST
It’s

becoming a surgeon as it is being a musician.

6 Mrs Graham said that she had not seen the missing Xbox control.
HAVING
Mrs Graham

the missing Xbox control.

7 It’s important to consider everyone’s opinion before a final decision is made.
ACCOUNT
Everyone’s opinion must

before a final decision is made.

8 Lily was very pleased to be given an award.
DELIGHT
Much to

given the award.

9 Lucas refused to work with his father.
NOT
Lucas said that

with his father.

10 The Grahams were horrified to see Lucas playing Xbox games all day long.

COULD

Much to their

Lucas playing Xbox games all day long.

See the Teacher’s Corner Answer Key
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ACTIVITY 10
SPEAKING - GIVING YOUR OPINION.
Lucas read an interesting article about Taking a Gap Year.
Read the article and discuss your ideas with your mates. What’s your opinion about this topic?

GAP YEAR
Do students in your country go directly to university or college after school or do they have a break first?
Taking a gap year between school and uni is quite common in the UK and there are lots of different ways
to spend your time.
What is a gap year?
A ‘gap year’ is a period of time, usually an academic year, when a student takes a break from formal
education. It is often spent travelling or working.
Why?
People used to think that taking a gap year was negative. In the past you took a gap year if you had to
retake exams or had problems between finishing school and starting higher education and then starting
a career. But now, universities positively encourage a gap year and employers are happy to give jobs to
students who take a gap year. A year out between school or college and higher education or employment,
or between higher education and a job, can give young people useful learning experiences, help them
pick up new skills and make them more independent. Employers and universities want to see evidence of
enterprise, maturity and commitment both in and outside formal education.
When?
Young people in formal education usually take a gap year when they are about 18 years old, before going
to university. They can also be taken at a different time, for example, by someone who wants to break up
their degree course or to do something different before a postgraduate course.
Where and what?
Many gap year students choose to do voluntary work. This could include teaching in the mountains in
Nepal, a conservation project in Madagascar, an expedition in Costa Rica or an internship in Japan. There
are plenty of gap year volunteer work options to choose from. There is also voluntary work closer to home
for British students – both geographically and culturally – including the UK, Europe and North America.
Lots of gap year students just want to see more of the world. According to the British government’s
Gap Year website, the top five gap year travel destinations recently have been Tibet, Indonesia, Taiwan,
Eastern Europe and Canada. Popular gap year activities for young people looking for adventure include
surfing in Hawaii, wake boarding in Italy, kite surfing in Egypt or bungee jumping in New Zealand.
Continued on page 15
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ACTIVITY 10
What about money?
Most students who are planning a gap year take on a part-time job to save up for the trip. Some
young people look for work when they get to their destination if they need to earn money to pay for
accommodation, food and their other expenses. Popular jobs include bar work, fruit picking and being a
tour guide. A gap year doesn’t have to be a full year travelling or having adventures: some students travel
for three or six months then work for the rest of the year.
Organising a gap year
Because the gap year is so popular and needs to be cheap, travel companies now offer structured gap
packages where your entire trip is worked out for you. There are three main categories of a structured
gap year activity:
• Expeditions, often with a conservation element and usually to developing countries
• Courses to learn a skill such as a language or something that they can later teach others to do, for
example windsurfing
• Voluntary work in the UK and abroad.
An African experience
Julie Taylor graduated from Hull University. She now works as a manager in an international company.
Julie tells us about her gap year:
During my gap year, I taught in a primary school in Kenya. I spent four months teaching children aged 8
to 18 in English, Art and Physical Education and I coached the school’s netball team. As well as working,
I also travelled the country and even climbed Mount Kenya. The trip was one of the best experiences of
my life. I’m very happy that I didn’t head off to university straight after school because I learnt a lot about
myself in my year out. I was able to get by on very little money and to deal with problems without the
support of my family and friends.
My trip to Africa also looks great on my CV. I worked to save up for the trip, which showed my employer
that I had good self-motivation and organisational skills, which are essential in any job. My interviewers
were really interested in how I managed to teach classes of 88 children (with lots of enthusiasm and
promises of netball after class!). Employers see that climbing to an altitude of 4,985m up Mount Kenya
shows self-motivation, strength and determination. Not everybody can put that on their CV.
The future
The British government has recently put up tuition fees for university degree courses. Students may have
to pay many thousands of pounds a year for their education. How will these changes affect the gap year
for future British students?
SOURCE: https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/
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ACTIVITY 11
VOCABULARY AND COMPREHENSION.
Based on the text above, solve the following activities.

A. Find in the text phrasal verbs with the following meanings:
1. plan, organize
2. divide into smaller sections
3. save money
4. go
5. acquire, learn
6. start a new project or job
7. increase in price
8. survive, live
B. Finish the following sentences so that they agree with the general idea of the text.
Then, discuss them with your friends.
1. A gap year is a time to take a break from …
2. Universities and employers think that taking …
3. If you want to take a gap year, you don’t need to do it between …
4. Most students do not ask their parents ...
5. Taking a gap year was a positive …
6. University courses are more …
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ACTIVITY 12
SPEAKING - ROLE PLAY.
Your teacher will distribute the cards below. Each of you will have a different position as regards “taking a gap
year”. Read your card carefully, keep your role and discuss ideas with partners using the info in your card.

You believe that students have too
much pressure and stress from
studying. You believe that a year off
between high school and university
would be beneficial. You think that
students should rest and use this year
to think about what they want out of
life and the kind of person they want
to be. If a student has a year to relax
they will be better prepared mentally
for their four years of university. This
will be the last chance they will have
to have fun and just relax before they
have to become an adult. With a
year off they will feel less stress, and
pressure and they will be better able
to focus once they return to their
studies.

You believe that a gap year between
high school and college is an
excellent opportunity for a student
to travel and see other parts of
the world. After students graduate
from university they have other
responsibilities. They will need to find
a job and get married. Once a person
has started a family their focus needs
to be on their employment and they’ll
have no time for travel. Traveling will
give the students insights into other
cultures, how other people in the
world live and think.

You believe that gap year does offer
a great opportunity for students to
be part of a volunteer organization.
You also agree that volunteering
looks good on a resume and that the
experience of helping to improve a
community is one that the student
will be proud of the rest of their life.
However you believe that charity is
something that starts at home. You
think that there are many places in
this country where students can
do volunteer work during their gap
year. This will not only be beneficial
to the student but the student will
be helping to improve the living
conditions of many within their own
country.

You believe that a gap year offers
students the opportunity to be part of
something greater than themselves.
Gap year offers the chance to join
a volunteer organization. There are
many programs that students can
be a part of. They can help feed the
hungry in third world countries. They
can participate in programs that build
schools and hospitals in countries
where these things are needed. In the
long run this will help the students in
many ways they will see other cultures
that are different from their own. They
will also get the experience of helping
to improve a community. In addition,
experience as a volunteer is something
that will look good on their resume.

You like the idea of a gap year but you
think that there should be more to gain
from it than just traveling and living abroad.
There are many universities overseas that
offer educational opportunities for foreign
students. Many of these programs last
between six months to one year Students
who enroll in these programs have the
opportunity to study in a foreign country
alongside students from many other
countries. They get to experience firsthand living in another culture but they
are also exposed to many other cultures
through the other students. In many
cases they will gain college credit that
can be applied to universities back home.
In other instances the study program may
grant them a certification within a field
of study. Certifications like this may also
look good on a resume.
Continued on page 18
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ACTIVITY 12

You like the idea of a gap year but
you believe that the year should be put
to some kind of purpose other than
traveling and having fun. There are work
study programs in many countries that
offer students a chance to work for a
year in a foreign country. For example
they can work on a vineyard in Italy,
growing grapes and learning about
how grapes are turned into wine. Or
they could work as an intern in a law
firm in America or a publishing company
in England. They could even work as a
teacher or teaching assistant for a year
public school. An opportunity like this
would give the student the experience
of working before they return to school.
It would look good on a resume as well
and it would also give them references
from their overseas employers.

You don’t like the idea of anything
that does not directly improve the
student’s education. You especially
don’t like anything that will take the
student out of the country. Education
is the most important thing because
without a degree it will be hard for the
student to find a job. If the student is
involved in anything it needs to be
something that helps to improve
their education. It must be something
that they can show to an employer
that helps to make them a better
candidate for a job.

You believe that gap year is a bad idea.
Students should finish high school and
go straight to university without any
interruption or delay. Once they have
completed university they need to find
a good job as quickly as possible. Then
they need to get married and start a
family. The purpose of education is to
be able to get a good job, provide for
your family and have a better life. By
delaying their education the student
puts all these things at risk. Employers
will wonder why they didn’t complete
their studies sooner. If they can’t find a
job they won’t be able to get married.
Something may even happen to keep
them from going to university. Without
a university degree they will never be
able to have a good life.

You find the concept of a gap year
interesting. You like the idea of having
an opportunity to experience something
different before starting a new career.
You feel that there is much to be learned
from other cultures and living abroad.
You feel that even volunteering has its
merits. However, you also believe that
a student completing their education
is the most important thing, not having
fun or seeing the world. You feel that
students should go to university
immediately after high school so that
they can complete their education. If a
student wants to have a year off before
they look for their first job, you are fine
with this. They should complete their
university education first and then they
should travel abroad for a year before
coming home to find a job.

w w w. b a p l a y e r s . c o m | info@baplayers.com

/baplayers

@buenosairesplayers

18

1

ACTIVITY 13
ESSAY QUESTION.

Is it better to take a gap year to travel or to go straight into university?
1 Look at the following arguments. If they are for taking a gap year, write 1 on the line. If they are for going
straight to university, write 2.
Taking a gap year unnecessarily delays getting your degree.
A school-leaver may have learned a lot from books. However, there is nothing like experiencing things
first-hand.
Students should be concerned about putting a gap in their resumé. It might look as an excuse to travel
to future employers.
It is not always good to go straight from school to university as you do not get a chance to broaden
your horizons first.
Many admission staffers have some prejudice against silver-spoon youngsters who spend a year
volunteering or travelling.
Young people learn things about themselves on their travels which they had never realised before they left.

2 Write down one more argument for each side.

Continued on page 20
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ACTIVITY 13
3 Now choose the most relevant arguments and write an essay of 140-190 words, answering the
question above.
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ACTIVITY 14
TABOO
Have you ever played this clue game? This game aims at guessing the GUESS WORD with the clues given, but
there are some forbidden/TABOO words.

CHEERLEADER
School girl
Sing
Encourage
American sport

Imagine the word you have to guess is CHEERLEADER. Your friend will have a card like this,
and he won’t be allowed to use the words in it. So, he/she might say the following clues for you
to guess: Someone who dances and shouts in a special outfit to support a football team. She
carries a pompom as she chants and jumps.
How to play the game: Your teacher will give each team a set of words for you to design the
cards. Once all the cards are ready, put them together and start playing the game. The cluegiver draws a card. The word at the top of the card is the guess word the clue-giver is trying to
get his or her teammates to say. The four words below the guess word are the TABOO words
the clue-giver CANNOT say when giving clues for the guess word. If the teammates guess in a
given time, they score a point, and then the turn moves to the other team.
See the Teacher’s Corner
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ACTIVITY 15
GAME - PIGGY GOES!
This game is played like our traditional “CHANCHO VA!” You need a set of cards for each player. Each set of
cards has three cards. Therefore if 10 students are playing you need 10 sets, of 3 cards each, 30 cards in all.

CARD 1
Phrasal Verb

CARD 3
Example

CARD 2
Definition

FIGURE OUT

Lucas is v
ery
confused,
b
u
t he
needs to F
IGURE OU
T
what he w
ants to do
with his fu
ture.

To understand or
solve something

See the Teacher’s Corner
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ACTIVITY 16
TWENTY ONE PILOTS - STRESSED OUT

1 You’re going to listen to a song titled Stressed Out.
Before listening, discuss with your partners:
a. What things might stress you out?
b. Is there anything you wish were different now?
c. Do you miss anything from the days when you were
younger?

2 Now listen and complete the tasks below.

a. Complete the lines
I wish I
no one’s ever heard
I wish I
that sang some better words
I wish I
in an order that is new
I wish I
rhyme every time I sang
I was told
all my fears would shrink
But now I’m insecure and
people think
My name’s ‘Blurryface’ and I care what you think (x2)
CHORUS
Wish we could turn back time, to the good old days
When our momma sang us to sleep but now we’re stressed out (oh) (x2)
b. Match the sentence halves
1. Sometimes a certain smell
a. never sell out of it, I’d probably only sell one
2. How come I’m never able
b. to identify where it’s coming from
3. I’d make a candle
c. will take me back to when I was young
4. Try to sell it
d. out of it if I ever found it
c. Read the lyrics and discuss the meaning of the words in bold.
It’d be to my brother, ‘cause we have the same nose
Same clothes homegrown a stone’s throw from a creek we used to roam
But it would remind us of when nothing really mattered
Out of student loans and tree-house homes we all would take the latter
My name’s ‘Blurryface’ and I care what you think (x2)
CHORUS
d. Listen to the last part of the song. What did they use to do as little children? Did you use to do the same things?
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ACTIVITY 17
Listen to this old song by Cat Stevens once. Does it sound like Dr Graham’s advice?
As you listen to the song again, solve the exercises. In two stanzas, you will put the sentences in order, and then,
match the halves in the other two.
Father & Son
by Cat Stevens
(1)

Find a girl, settle down
If you want you can marry
It’s not time to make a change
Look at me, I am old, but I’m happy
Just relax, take it easy
There’s so much you have to know
You’re still young, that’s your fault

I was once like you are now,		
To be calm				
But take your time,			
Why,					
For you will				
But your dreams			

may not
think of everything you’ve got
when you’ve found something going on
and I know that it’s not easy
still be here tomorrow
think a lot

Cause when I do he turns away again
From the moment I could talk I was ordered to listen
How can I try to explain
I know I have to go
It’s always been the same, same old story
Now there’s a way and I know that I have to go away
Repeat (1)
All the times				
Keeping all the things			
It’s hard, but				
If they were right,			
But it’s them				
Now there’s a way and			
I know					

I knew inside
I know that I have to go away
I have to go
I’d agree
it’s harder to ignore it
that I cried
they know not me
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ACTIVITY 18
CHARADES
Divide your students into two groups. One member from group A comes to the board and picks a sentence. He/
She has to draw as many lines as words there are in the sentence. Set a timer, he/ she has to mime for his/her
partners to guess. The group that guesses the full sentence in the time given scores a point.

See Teacher’s corner
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ACTIVITY 19
PERFORMING THE CHARACTERS.
Write the names of the #gameover characters on slips of paper and put them in a hat/container.
Ask students to work solo or in pairs. Each person or pair picks a character from the hat. After 1 minute
preparation the solo student or the pair will perform a selected scene from the play.
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ACTIVITY 20
SPEAKERS’ CORNERS.
Find out about these special corners in Hyde Park, London. What are they like? Who are the speakers there?
What do they talk about? What do they stand on?
It’s your turn!
What are the issues teenagers and young adults have to face nowadays?
Make down notes and organize your ideas to impress your mates with a clear speech on the topics of your concern.
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ACTIVITY 21
PLAY ANALYSIS.
Complete the following with the information from the play.
TITLE
PLAYWRIGHT
PLOT

GENRE

CHARACTERS
MAIN

SECONDARY

SETTING
TIME						PLACE
INTRODUCTION

RISING ACTION

CONFLICT

OUTCOME
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ACTIVITY 22
WHO SAID IT? WHO THOUGHT IT?
Read the following lines and decide WHO said them in the play you saw.

I am sorry darling.. but you
know how I feel about that kid.
I really don’t think he is the right
kind of… influence for you…
Every time he comes over you
two spend all day playing video
games.

Anyway, I’ve been having some
great ideas for a song and I
thought of these harmonies, I just
need to find the time to sit down
and actually write the music
down…

Not only would it be a great
chance for us to grow as
a group… AND get great
exposure… AND a great
opportunity to bond…BUT it
would also be a chance to win
money.

As the most qualified person in
this house to have an opinion on
a matter regarding your health
I will tell you this: you have until
the end of the month to do
something about your life or
else, you are not getting a single
penny more from me or your
mother!

I don’t know what they’ve told you
but I am not sure I am suitable for
this…I even think this might have
been some mistake of the computer!
I don’t have any previous experience
with animals…. I do have Schnuffy
but I don’t think giving seeds to a
Hamster really counts as animal care
experience!

Alright sweetie pie! I will come
back to get you by the time your
results are out! I might make a
quick visit to the beauty salon,
maybe get my nails done! Do you
think you are going to be alright?

You have to be kidding us…
What are you saying? Come on!
This is your passion! This is what
you like…
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ACTIVITY 23
EMOJIS
Lucas and his friends use Whatsapp
to communicate.
Use your cell phone to text your mates ideas from the play but without using words, just EMOJI.
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ACTIVITY 24
CHARACTER DESCRIPTION.
Now that you have seen the play and met the characters, let´s work on them. Describe each character according
to appearance and personality.
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ACTIVITY 25
ACRONYMS.
Have a look at the acronyms on this page. Lucas says SUL during the play… what does it stand for? Do you use
them to chat with your friends?
Explain what the different acronyms on this page mean and think of situations in the play where the characters
would use them. Share with your class.

omg

dnd

brb

dl
Lucas

lol

lmk

ttyl

imho

jk

gmab

np

afk

pov

tcb

tmi

tyvm

eod

smh
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ACTIVITY 26
WHO REMEMBERS?
Let’s test your memory! Play this game to check what you can remember about the play, as well as to enhance
your speaking skills. Who’s got the best memory in your class? The teacher asks the following questions to the
class. The student who knows the answer, and is the first one to stand up, gets a chance to answer it. He/She
has to speak for a whole minute. If he/she does it correctly, there is a prize!

• What do you remember about LUCAS?
• What do you remember about JAKE?
• What do you remember about LILY?
• What do you remember about MRS. GRAHAM?
• What do you remember about DR. GRAHAM?
• What do you remember about the ZOOLOGIST ROBERTO RODRIGUEZ?
• What do you remember about THE INTERN?
• What do you remember about the PRODUCER JOHAN “SHELLBACK” SHUSTER?
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ACTIVITY 27
FREEZE! ACTION!
Explore plays and scenes through work in role, using voice, gesture and positioning to convey elements of the
play (e.g. character, theme, setting). Write clearly about their experiences in role and productions they have seen.
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ACTIVITY 28
WRITING A PROPOSAL.
Write a proposal to the playwright about things you would change in the play.
Remember:
You have to persuade whoever is reading the proposal to make the changes you think are best.
• describe a situation
• say how you think it could be better
• try to convince someone you are right
Write between 220 - 260 words.

w w w. b a p l a y e r s . c o m | info@baplayers.com

/baplayers

@buenosairesplayers

36

1

2

3

ACTIVITY 29
Work in groups of four or so. Each group responds to the question, ‘For us, what is this play about?’
Think of the topics arisen in the play and discuss with your mates. Afterwards, you can share your personal
experience as regards friends, decision making and parents’ opinions.
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ACTIVITY 30
Work in groups of five or so. Think of a scene you liked of the play. Decide within your group how to represent
this scene with clear body language. No words can be used. Once you have made the decision, make a frozen
scene and take a picture to share with the rest of the class.
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ACTIVITY 31
Put the lines in order.
just look around
take it all in.
this is your life
and look within

1 You may feel lost
nothing is safe.
and that’s ok
no answer is certain
Guess what’s missing (Chorus)
It’s now forever
Forever now
Who knows after all
What life is

?

It’s now forever
Forever now
Create your song
And sing it

It may be hard
With all that noise
Let down your guard
You’ll find your
It may be weak
It may be
It will be yours
No right, no

Find in the song a word or phrase that means one of the following:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

To admit; to permit to enter.
To search for something, to explore a place.
To consider one’s own internal state or feelings, introspect.
To stop being cautious about potential trouble or danger.
to not feel confident about what to do or how to behave.

Discuss these metaphors with your friends…
Create your song

Sing it out

What do they mean? How can you relate this to your life experience?
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NOW FOREVER
You may feel lost
and that’s ok
no answer is certain
Nothing is safe.

It may be hard
With all that noise
Let down your guard
You’ll find your voice.

Just look around
And look within
This is your life
Take it all in.

It may be weak
It may be strong
It will be yours
No right, no wrong.

Chorus
It’s now forever
Forever now
Who knows after all
What life is about?

Chorus
It’s now forever
Forever now
Who knows after all
What life is about?

It’s now forever
Forever now
Create your song
And sing it out.

It’s now forever
Forever now
Create your song
And sing it out.
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ACTIVITY
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5

BEFORE WATCHING ACTIVITIES
1

1, 2, 3

Use of English - Parts of Speech

Nouns: pet, bond, swell, insight, mate, tint,
squeal, struggle, halt, lump
Adjectives: pet, sceptical, swell, lame, gross
Verbs: pet, bond, swell, lame, mate, tint, squeal,
gross, struggle, halt, lump

2

1, 2, 3

Use of English

1 bond - 2 lump - 3 petted - 4 sceptical - 5 lame
- 6 gross - 7 mate - 8 squealed - 9 swell - 10 tint

6

3

2, 3

Use of English - Multiple Choice Cloze

1b-2a-3d-4a-5c-6d-7c

7

Apprentice F - Aptitude H - Benefits S - Career
J - Cooperation Y - Development X - Employee Q
- Enterprise A - Entrepreneur P - Entry-level job D
- Foresight L - Incentive N - Income U - Labor I Manager O - Market V - Productivity M - Reliability
T - Responsibility C - Service worker R - Skill B Specialization K - Standard of living W - Wage E
- Workplace G

8

4

1, 2, 3

Use of English - Jobs & Careers

5

1, 2, 3

Speaking - Discussion Time

6

1, 2

Use of English - Word Formation
Lucas and his Gang

1) Apologies 2) Pressure 3) Overreacting
4) Creature 5) Smartest 6) Annoying
7) Architect 8) Ironically 9) Collection

10

7

2, 3

Use of English - Exam training
Synopsis

1 he 2 to 3 a 4 around/about 5 about 6 an 7 out
8 x 9 to 10 X 11 to / that / which 12 x 13 try 14
make 15 of 16 in 17 them 18 keeps 19 in

11

8

1

Use of English - Collocations

1. taking 2. pull 3. throw 4. upset 5. made /makes
6. briefed 7. pushing 8. cut 9. unfolds 10. shut

12

Use of English - Exam training
KEY WORD TRANSFORMATION

1) THERE’S NO KNOWING 2) IS CAPABLE
OF WINNING 3) TO GET HER PASSPORT
RENEWED 4) WAS WONDERING IF YOU
WERE 5) JUST AS MUCH FUN 6) DENIED
HAVING SEEN 7) BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT
8) HER DELIGHT, LILY WAS 9) HE WOULD
NOT WORK 10) HORROR, THE GRAHAMS
COULD SEE

13

9

2, 3

10

1, 2, 3

9

Speaking - Taking a Gap Year
SOURCE:
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/

w w w. b a p l a y e r s . c o m | info@baplayers.com

14 y
15

/baplayers

@buenosairesplayers

42

ACTIVITY

11

LEVEL

TEACHER’S CORNER

KEY

PAGE

A) 1) WORK OUT 2) BREAK UP 3) SAVE UP
4) HEAD OFF 5) PICK UP 6) TAKE ON 7) PUT
UP 8) GET BY
B) 1) your studies to travel or work. 2) a gap
year is a good idea. 3) school and university. 4)
to finance their gap year. 5) experience for Julie
Taylor. 6) expensive than in the past.

16

1, 2, 3

Use of English - Taking a Gap Year

12

1, 2, 3

Speaking - Role Playing
Begin the class by discussing the idea of a
Gap Year mentioned in the previous exercises.
They are going to have a role play in which
they will discuss the different possibilities of
a Gap Year. Each person will have a different
role play slip with a different opinion. Each
person will explain their opinion. Then they
will discuss the different opinions as a
group. By the end of the discussion they
should reach a decision as a group about
whether students should take a gap year.
Every student has the chance to explain their
position. They should openly discuss the
different positions.
Source: www.owlcation.com

17 y
18

13

1

Writing - Essay Question

19 y
20

14

1, 2, 3

GAME - Taboo
Get students into 2 teams. Give each one of
the vocabulary lists below for them to design
cards as shown in the activity instructions.
Once ready, they can play the game as
explained on page 19.
TEAM A: to overreact - an expert - a casanova a tyre - an offspring - to halt - to pet - bags (under
your eyes) - a career path - to throw a party
-lovebug - lame - enlightening - to mate - sappy
TEAM B: to unleash - distress - a
mythomaniac -a lump -tissue - to bond to endure - a rung - a beauty salon to be full of yourself - sugar plum - shaggy nerve-wracking - to swell - gross
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ACTIVITY

15
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1, 2, 3

GAME - Piggy Goes
Making the cards with your students is an
activity in itself. Provide each of your students
with 3 blank cards. And give them a phrasal
verb related to the play you wish them to learn.
They must write down the phrasal verb in one
card, the definition in another, and finally the
example in the last card. When the cards are
ready, start playing! Everyone should be sitting
in a circle, ideally around a table or big and
empty desk. Put all the cards together, shuffle
and deal. Each player gets 3 cards. There is
one leader for each round. When the leader
shouts ”Piggy...” the rest say “GO!” and pass
one of their cards to the right, sliding it on the
table. In this way cards are passed around
until one player has completed his set, shouts
“PIG!”, places his hand on the table, in the
center, and all the other players put their hands
on top of his. The last player to put his hand
loses, and he is given a “P.” The person who
did “PIG” in the first place then reads his cards
so everyone can check if it was alright. If you
have prepared extra sets, you can change
them once the same set has come out more
than once. Depending on how much time you
have you can play up to PIG, PIGGY or even
PIGGIE! The student who forms the word has
some sort of friendly penalty the group can
decide on. Be ready for lots of very active and
engaged learning! Your students will love it!
This game is also excellent for practising verb
forms. Card 1 shows the infinitive form of the
verb, card 2 the simple past, and card 3 the
past participle form of the verb.

KEY

PAGE

PHRASAL VERBS
figure out - hang out - put out (the rubbish) sleep away - lie around - let in - cut somebody
off - to give someone up (for adoption) - to run
over somebody- to bring something on - to shut
off -to put up with
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I wish I found some better sounds no one’s ever heard
I wish I had a better voice that sang some better words
I wish I found some chords in an order that is new
I wish I didn’t have to rhyme every time I sang
I was told when I get older all my fears would shrink
But now I’m insecure and I care what people think
My name’s ‘Blurryface’ and I care what you think
Wish we could turn back time, to the good old days
When our momma sang us to sleep but now we’re
stressed out (oh)
We’re stressed out
Sometimes a certain smell will take me back to when I
was young
How come I’m never able to identify where it’s coming
from
I’d make a candle out of it if I ever found it
Try to sell it, never sell out of it, I’d probably only sell one
It’d be to my brother, ‘cause we have the same nose
Same clothes homegrown a stone’s throw from a creek
we used to roam
But it would remind us of when nothing really mattered
Out of student loans and tree-house homes we all
would take the latter
CHORUS
We used to play pretend, give each other different
names
We would build a rocket ship and then we’d fly it far
away
Used to dream of outer space but now they’re laughing
at our face
Saying, “Wake up, you need to make money.”
Yeah
Used to play pretend, used to play pretend, bunny
We used to play pretend, wake up, you need the money
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AFTER WATCHING ACTIVITIES

16

1, 2, 3

Listening – Stressed Out
Song
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pXRviuL6vMY
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ACTIVITY

17
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1, 2, 3

TEACHER’S CORNER

Listening – Father & Son
Song
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4vHyzGslkWM

KEY
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It’s not time to make a change,
Just relax, take it easy.
You’re still young, that’s your fault,
There’s so much you have to know.
Find a girl, settle down,
If you want you can marry.
Look at me, I am old, but I’m happy.
I was once like you are now, and I know that it’s
not easy,
To be calm when you’ve found something going
on.
But take your time, think a lot,
Why, think of everything you’ve got.
For you will still be here tomorrow, but your dreams
may not.
How can I try to explain, when I do he turns away
again.
It’s always been the same, same old story.
From the moment I could talk I was ordered to
listen.
Now there’s a way and I know that I have to go
away.
I know I have to go.
It’s not time to make a change,
Just sit down, take it slowly.
You’re still young, that’s your fault,
There’s so much you have to go through.
Find a girl, settle down,
If you want you can marry.
Look at me, I am old, but I’m happy.
(Son-- Away Away Away, I know I have to
Make this decision alone - no)
All the times that I cried, keeping all the things I
knew inside,
It’s hard, but it’s harder to ignore it.
If they were right, I’d agree, but it’s them They
know not me.
Now there’s a way and I know that I have to go
away.
I know I have to go.
(Father-- Stay Stay Stay, Why must you go and
Make this decision alone?)
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18

1, 2, 3

Drama - Charades
Divide your students into two groups. One
member from group A comes to the board
and picks a sentence. He/she has to draw
as many lines as words there are in the
sentence. Set a timer, he/she has to mime
for his/her partners to guess. The group that
guesses the full sentence in the time given
scores a point. Write these sentences onto
slips for students to pick:
1. What if down the road I realize I don’t like it?
2. She was run over by a bike.
3. We hang out together.
4. They will give me up for adoption.
5. Please, put out the rubbish.
6. Stop second-guessing yourself.
7. It’s a coma brought on by a drug.
8. We could launch our career.

26

19

1, 2, 3

Drama - Playing the characters

27

20

1, 2, 3

Drama - Delivering a speech.
You can relate this activity to British Culture.
And ask them to search about this topic.
Ask your students to prepare a paragraph
of 120-160 words to be delivered in front
of the class. Ask them to state pros and
cons of their overviews. This activity can be
used to practice for the Speaking test of any
international exam.

28

21

1, 2, 3

Analyse the play as if it were a piece of
literature…

29

22

1, 2, 3

Comprehension - Who said it?
Ask your students to read the lines and
decide who said each of them. They should
also explain the context in which it was said
to justify their answer.

23

1, 2, 3

Writing - EMOJI
Use different EMOJI to tell your mates
different ideas from the plot.

31

24

1, 2, 3

CHARACTER DESCRIPTION
Invite your students to describe the
characters in the play. The higher your
students’ level, the more complex the
descriptions will be.

32

25

1, 2, 3

ACRONYMS
Ask your students to discuss the different meanings
and challenge them to use them in context.

1, 2, 3

Speaking - Who remembers?
The teacher needs a cooking timer and some
sweets as prizes for the students. Use the
photographs of the characters to test your
students’ memory even further! Note: This
one-minute speaking task is great practice
for students sitting for FCE, and beyond.

ACTIVITY

26

KEY

PAGE

1. Mum 2. Jake 3. Lily 4. Dr. Graham 5. Mum
6. Lucas 7. Dr. Graham 8. Jake

SUL - See you later

w w w. b a p l a y e r s . c o m | info@baplayers.com

30

33

34

/baplayers

@buenosairesplayers

47

ACTIVITY

27

28

29

30

LEVEL

TEACHER’S CORNER

1, 2, 3

Drama - Freeze! Action!
Explore plays and scenes through work in
role, using voice, gesture and positioning to
convey elements of the play (e.g. character,
theme, setting). Write clearly about their
experiences in role and productions they
have seen. You can use ACT. 21 as a guide.

2, 3

KEY

PAGE

35

Writing - A proposal
Students are invited to suggest changes
to the play addressing a proposal to its
playwright.
Note: This task is great practice for students
sitting for CAE, and beyond.

36

1, 2, 3

Speaking - What is the play about?
Divide your students into groups of four or
so and ask them to discuss the theme of
the play. Afterwards, they can share their
personal experiences as regards friends,
decision making and parents’ opinions.

37

1, 2, 3

Drama - Take a Pic
Invite your students to think of a scene and
represent it with body language so that it is
clear enough for a photo.

38

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

KING/ QUEEN

Students place their chairs in a circle, with
the “KING/ QUEEN’s THRONE” placed in the
middle of the circle. One student sits on it and
starts retelling an aspect of the play they have
seen. When he runs out of ideas, and if at least
one minute has elapsed, he says “NEW KING/
NEW QUEEN” so that everyone moves around
to find a new chair. The KING or QUEEN who
sits on the empty THRONE goes on with the
retelling of the play, and so on. Everyone in the
class MUST contribute to this activity so that the
whole play is retold. Note: The KING/QUEEN
can also wear a crown to give this activity a
more dramatic effect.

TOSS IT!

Using a ball or balloon, students stand in a circle
and toss it around to retell the play they have
seen taking turns.

SPIN THE BOTTLE

Place a hula hoop on the floor and flashcards
with vocabulary phrases around it. Let students
come up and spin the bottle. They need to use
the word in the card in a sentence or answer
teacher’s questions related to those words/
phrases.

Choosing your career - Internet related
activity.
You may want to suggest that students take
the test in the link below and discuss their
results in class.
https://365tests.com/job-tests/careerassessment-test/
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